
 

  

‘The help of our fathers’ – 'אבותינו תעזר'  
Grandfather has a mikveh in his house whose heating system works 
on a Shabbos clock, which at a certain time heats the water in the 
mikveh and is adjusted to the needs of grandfather. Friday, 
grandfather traveled for Shabbos, and I wanted to immerse but the 
water was lukewarm, so I unplugged the Shabbos clock so the water 
would warm up. 
After Shabbos I was worried that I had not reset the Shabbos clock, 
and if my grandfather came back after Shabbos and found that I had 
left the heater of the mikveh on, he would not be happy. I called my 
brother who was there for Shabbos, but he did not answer me. Two 
hours later, he called me about something, and I asked him if the 
mikveh was hot? He told me it was boiling!!! 
Even though it was late and I wanted to sleep, I rushed from my house 
to my grandfather’s house to set the clock. I arrived and saw that I had 
reset the clock to Shabbos mode, and apparently, my brother 
immersed after the water was heated. I called my grandfather to ask 
when they were coming back. He told me that he had just arrived from 
Shabbos with the driver, loaded with packages and he did not know 
who would help him bring up all the packages. I told him I was at his 
house, and immediately went down to bring up the many packages 
that they brought back after Shabbos. 
Only now I understood why I had unrest about the Shabbos clock for 
the mikveh, all to help Saba and Savta bring up the packages.   .ש.ר  

‘Many ways to the place’ – ''הרבה דרכים למקום  
In my work as a young teacher, an older experienced teacher would 
sit with us in the room, a fascinating man, whose name was Rav 
Yitzchak. Once he shared with us that when he was a young teacher in 
Talmud Torah, as an addition to his income he worked as a diamond 
polisher for a large company. He did this at home in his free time, and 
the pay was for each polished diamond by itself. From this he earned 
more than he did as a teacher. 
In time, a new machine arrived in Israel that polished diamonds 
without human contact, which caused the dismissal of all those in the 
field. He continued his story in his fascinating way, “I said to myself, 
‘What am I going to do to supplement my income?!’” I immediately 
encouraged myself and said, the One Who supported me respectfully 
until now, will continue to support me!!! 
His wife had just started working as a realtor, but she was not very 
successful. From the day he stopped working, his wife began to be 
successful and earned more than he did from the diamonds!!! 
He concluded his story and said, “HaKadosh Baruch Hu is good and 
does good without boundaries, if not my way then my wife’s way, and 
if not her way then there are many ways, just be happy!!!            .מ.ק 
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Perhaps the people will reconsider –  ינחם העםפן     
There was once a wagon driver in a village, and he would help 
people move their things.  Since this was a small village, only one 
wagon driver was needed for all the residents. After a while, a 
young man moved to the village and he was looking to make a 
living for himself. When he saw the elderly wagon driver, he 
decided to go into competition with him. He bought a new wagon 
with robust horses and began to transport people from place to 
place. The older wagon driver went to him with a complaint, “How 
can you ruin my livelihood?!” The new wagon driver replied that 
he was already elderly, and it was time to turn over the reins to 
someone younger. When the older man saw that the younger 
man was insistent, he suggested that they make a business 
arrangement. “I will test you to see if you are really fit for the new 
position, and if you answer all the questions correctly, then you 
will earn the position, but if you do not know the answer, you will 
have to find another line of work.” And he agreed. The old man 
asked, “What do you do if you drive your wagon into a swamp?” 
The young man replied, “Simple, I will get down from the wagon 
and I will pull it out with my strength.” But the old man continue 
to ask, “If the wagon is stuck, and you can’t pull it out, and there 
is no one around to help you, what do you do?” The young man 
did not know how to answer and was forced to leave the village. 
But before he left, he asked the old man, “Please, tell me the 
answer to the question.” The old man told him, “A smart wagon 
driver will not go through the mud in the first place!” 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu did not want to lead Bnei Yisrael by way of 
the land of the Philistines (13:17)  פן ינחם העם בראותם מלחמה'

מה'ושבו מצרי  – ‘Perhaps the people will reconsider when they see 
a war, and they will return to Egypt’, this language is a little hard 
to understand. Does HaKadosh Baruch Hu not know if the people 
will reconsider or not? What is the meaning of the word ‘pen’ – 
‘perhaps’ they will reconsider? Rather, it is because 30 years 
before the exodus from Egypt, some of the tribe of Ephraim tried 
to leave Egypt and go up to the Land. On their way, they passed 
the land of the Philistines, but the Philistines fought them and 
killed them. It is for this reason that HaKadosh Baruch said 
‘perhaps they will reconsider’, perhaps Bnei Yisrael will remember 
what happened to their brothers in that place and they will want 
to return to Egypt. 
This Shabbos was designated as a time to strengthen the guarding 
from the pitfalls of technology. We have to remember that many 
people have fallen because of modern technology. In order to 
guard our souls and the souls of our children, we need to be 
doubly stringent, for once we get stuck in the mud, it is not easy 
to get out of it. But the smart person will be careful not to go into 
the mud in the first place! 

- Tiv HaTorah - Beshalach  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

One of the things where we literally see this pitfall is in modern 
technology. The yetzer and its soldiers found a new pitfall in the last 
generation and how to trap innocent souls in its snare, without their 
realizing what waits for them in it. The yetzer shows them amazing 
technical devices, and it entices them that by using them he can save 
a lot of time. In the past, many things could only be done with much 
effort by going to many offices, and even waiting in long lines, which 
can be done today in a few short minutes by using these devices. If 
this is not enough, every day they can save time from going to the 
supermarket, or any store they want, since by using these devices 
one can easily order anything they want and have it delivered to the 
house, and having a comfortable life. 
Once the yetzer explains the comfort these impure devices can do, it 
also tries to show that these devices can also be used for a mitzvah, 
for now they will not have to walk the streets and they will not 
stumble with the challenges of ‘shmiras ainayin’ [guarding the eyes], 
and they can also save time which can now be spent for Torah and 
avodah… 
However, the bitter truth has already been revealed to all, that these 
devices, even though they save the person time from going from 
place to place, they do not separate him from the polluted street. 
Just the opposite, they need bring the polluted street into their 
houses Rachmana litzlan. One could be secluded in a room 
surrounded by partitions on all sides, and stay for hours in the 
dirtiest alleyways. 
However, this is not what the yetzer calls ‘enticement’. The yetzer 
shows the innocent neshama the ‘flash’ that is in these devices. It is 
not aware of the difficult and bitter challenges that it will face if chas 
v’shalom, it entices him. Therefore, there are many innocent ones 
who even after a thousand warnings not to touch these devices, hide 
from these warnings and go after them, for in their human eyes they 
see nothing wrong. However, once they own one, they are drawn 
after it, and this device darkens the light in their eyes, and to our 
dismay they are held captive by it, and their whole essence changes. 
In the past, these precious souls only ambition was to increase 
Torah, mitzvos, and good deeds, and now they have cooled from it 
all, and they have no attachment to the spiritual world. We have 
already seen many times how these devices have caused some to 
‘throw off the yoke’ of everything, and they transgress the entire 
Torah Rachmana litzlan. There are some who outwardly still appear 
as fearful and wholehearted, but to our dismay, internally they have 
rebelled against Judaism.  
These devices are not only dangerous to the ones who hold them, 
but also to their families. To our dismay, the satan has succeeded in 
ruining many families, and today are categorized as living orphans. 
Those already trapped by the yetzer, see how the yetzer tricked 
them. At first, it promises them that it will save them time for avodas 
Hashem, and even promises a life of kedusha, a life separated from 
the street. Mostly, it even promises them parnasah by using it. But 
in the end, we see that everything is the opposite. Many times these 
devices cause them to waste time, the time that was set aside for 
Torah, Tefillah, and other mitzvos. Also, these devices make the 
person familiar with the filthy street, and many people waste money. 
All those who are not enticed by the advice of the yetzer - even if it 
seems to them that they are losing out – do not know how much 
they have saved from being lost… therefore, he guards his soul and 
distances himself from these destroyers. In the merit of this he will 
merit to raise devoted houses to Hashem and to His Torah, and will 
see much nachas of kedusha. 

ומע לי ומפסיד אין אדם ש  
No one who listens to Me loses out 

This Shabbos was designated by our Rav as a ‘Shabbos of 
strengthening’ regarding avoiding the pitfalls of technology. 

Therefore, we have chosen to bring you a shiur from our Rav on 
the Parsha interwoven with the severity of technology. 

תַַּויַַּ הַּאֶׁ ָרֵאלִַּמיַַַּסעַֹּמשֶׁ ַברִַּישְׂ לִַּמדְׂ אּוַּאֶׁ תַּםַּסּוףַַּוֵיצְׂ ֹלשֶׁ כּוַּשְׂ ָיִמיםַַּּשּורַַּוֵילְׂ
לֹאַּ ָברַּוְׂ אּוַָּמִים:ַַַּּבִמדְׂ  )טו,ַּכב(ָמצְׂ

Moshe caused Israel to journey from the Sea of Reeds and they 
went out to the Wilderness of Shur; they went for a three-day 
period in the Wilderness, but they did not find water. (15:22) 

Rashi explains: Moshe caused Israel to journey against their will, 
for the Egyptians had adorned their horses with ornaments of gold 
and silver and precious stones Israel was finding them at the sea 
and did not want to move on. The spoils at the sea were greater 
than the spoils from Egypt. As it says (Shir HaShirim 1:11) ַּתוריַּזהב' 
 ,Necklaces of gold we will make for you‘ – נעשהַּלךַּעםַּנקדותַּהכסף'
along with spangles of silver’. Therefore, Moshe had to move them 
against their will. 
Seemingly, this is astounding, why would the Egyptians adorn their 
horses with jewels and precious stones? Are these items of war? 
Logically, we cannot find an answer for this. However, since Egypt was 
the center for impurity and ‘the other side’, they conducted 
themselves according to the ploys of the powers of impurity. 
This is the way of the yetzer hara and its soldiers, when they want to 
contaminate the person with sins, it is not possible for them to 
expressly ask him that he rebel against the will of his Creator, for 
surely he will not listen to them. As long as the person is of rational 
mind he will not want to rebel against the King of the World. They are 
then forced to twist his intellect [seichel], and prove to him that their 
advice is correct, and it is even considered a mitzvah, and he will even 
be rewarded for it. In brief: ‘Come with us and it will be good for you’. 
If the person does not withstand the challenge and follows after his 
abominable yetzer, in time, it will be obvious that you sustained it and 
fulfilled its requests, but your reward will not be given. He will see 
that the truth of the matter is that it was dependent on the powers of 
evil, there is no good reward, except being called ‘a rebel’ against the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
However, if a person stands firm on his guard and is not enticed by 
the advice of his yetzer, then by rights HaKadosh Baruch Hu will pay 
him the good that was promised by ‘the other side’, [this is aside from 
the very reward he earns by staying put and not sinning]. He was 
already prepared to receive the good he was promised right when he 
overpowered it, as long as he as not cause distress to his Creator. We 
believe that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is not a ‘debtor’, as we see that 
those who withstand the challenges in time earn much good. 
We see something similar with the ploys of Egypt. They saw fit to 
adorn their horses with gold and silver ornaments, to show Israel how 
good and nice is their portion if they return to live in the shadow of 
their beams. However, the truth of the matter is already taught to us 
above (14:5), what was their conspiracy? ע זאת  מה  כי 'ויאמרו   שינו 

מעבדינו ישראל  את  '!שלחנו   – ‘They said, “What is this that we have 
done that we have sent away Israel from serving us?”’ That is, had 
Israel been enticed by them as a fool is enticed by his yetzer, then 
their lot would have been bad and bitter. 
Behold, Israel withstood their challenge and they were not enticed by 
‘the pleasantries of Egypt’, therefore by rights they should be 
rewarded, and that good that the Egyptians enticed them with, Israel 
took for themselves. 
These things must be a sign and a reminder for the person that 
‘HaKadosh Baruch Hu said, “No one who listens to Me loses out”.’ 
(Devorim Rabbah Parsha 4 Siman 5) 


